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 In the story of Jesus feeding the 5000 there are many things we can think of.  It is a story 

of Jesus demonstrating his care for those who follow him.   He shows by this miracle that (1) He 

can provide for our material and spiritual needs in a superabundance - so don’t worry, and (2) He 

points to the Eucharist where he miraculously multiplies the bread turned into his Body so that it 

never runs out (2000 years and counting and he is still multiplying the Eucharist for us to 

receive).  In this story we can focus on the person of Jesus - who is the provider of material and 

spiritual nourishment - and we can also focus on the people, who like ourselves, are the receivers 

of the gifts that Jesus can give us.  This focus gives and important lesson of faith and reliance on 

the Lord who is attentive and cares for us.  However, today I want to focus on another character 

in the story - the young boy who brings up the five loaves and two fish. 

 We don’t know too much about this little guy.  What’s he doing there?  Why’s he got this 

food?  Since they were out in a deserted place, he was likely there with his family.  Maybe he 

was trusted to hold the family picnic basket.   Amid this large sea of people there were maybe 

just a few such picnic baskets, not even close to enough to take care of the need (this is why the 

worry about how to feed the people).  Can you picture this innocent young child seated near the 

discussion going on between Jesus and his disciples?  When Jesus raised his eyes … he said to 

Philip, “Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?” … Philip answered him, “Two 

hundred days’ wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a 

little.” Imagine that the innocent child, not really grasping how much is needed to feed several 

thousand people, comes forward (without mom and dad knowing, maybe) to offer the basket.  

Picture Andrew pat him on the head with a smile as he says to Jesus: “There is a boy here who 

has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?” This food was a 

treasure in this deserted place - his action at bringing it forward shows a few things: 

 First it is an innocent display of faith in Jesus.   He is not worrying (as the others are) 

about the many ways that this might NOT work out - with child-like faith he simply is giving to 

the effort what he has under his control.  It may not be much, but it’s all he has.  Secondly, he 

does not fear to offer it.  Like the widow who tosses her last two pennies into the collection in 

the temple, like the servant who invests the coins given to him by his master not afraid to loose 

them if they can make some profit - this boy doesn’t worry about what he can get out of his 

donation, but rather he is intrigued at what Jesus can do with it. 



 We also should be offering what is precious to us.  We shouldn’t fear that the Lord will 

not make good use of what we offer, and that in the process that he will not also provide for us - 

because he will.  Let’s look back to the story.  Who’s basket did the boy present?  Not his!  This 

was food that his parents provided, he was just placed in charge of it.  In the same way, all the 

things we have in our little “picnic baskets” are really owned by and provided to us from God, 

we are just given charge of these things.  Just like the boy, the things in the basket were not just 

for him, but for his whole family.  He was put in charge of things that are meant for others.  The 

same with us.  The boy does not offer only words of encouragement, or some weeds that he has 

just picked off the ground to Jesus.  He offers the most precious things in his possession.  In the 

temple sacrifices of old, the people were called to offer their “firstfruits” to God - the best of 

what they were given in the harvest and flocks.   The attitude of I’ll keep the best for myself and 

give the busted leftovers to God is an old human tendency - and always meets with disapproval 

from God.  When the firstfruits are offered to God, God responds graciously and provides.  Look 

at the first reading.  We heard: A man came … bringing to Elisha …  twenty barley loaves made 

from the firstfruits, and fresh grain in the ear.  These first fruits were able to feed a hundred, and 

with the firstfruits that the boy offers, more than 5000 were fed. 

 We come to this Eucharist today to offer firstfruits to God.  We offer our time we could 

spend elsewhere.  We offer financial resources in proportion to what we are able (and more than 

we would waste on foolish things) trusting in God to provide for us.  We offer spiritually to God 

as a priestly people the joys and sorrows of our lives - not just for ourselves.  We offer these 

spiritual sacrifices to Jesus and place them on the alter with the other gifts.  These sacrifices of 

our lives will be multiplied by Jesus and bring a spiritual benefit to us as we receive the 

Eucharist, and also yield a spiritual benefit to people not even here, as Jesus multiplies our 

offering for the world.  Think about the sacrifice you have offered to the Lord as you say to the 

priest: “May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for 

our good and the good of all his holy Church.”  See in yourself the boy in the wilderness.  

Offering what you have to offer.  Offering your very self, your resources, your time to support 

and care for others.  Offering a sacrifice of gratitude for what God has given you, and the thanks 

for the strength that God has given you to endure your present sufferings.  Offer all this to Jesus 

so that he may take it and spiritually multiply it for a world that is sorely in need of spiritual gifts 

from God, a world that desperately needs God’s consolation in difficulties.  Offer it for people in 

the world who hunger - whether they know it or not - for the presence and love of God in their 

lives.  We give our picnic basket to Jesus like the little boy did, so that all may be fed.


